
Step 1 – The First 26 Phonograms

In this lesson, your student will learn the sounds of the first 26 

phonograms.

You will need: Phonogram Cards 1-26, Progress Chart

Before beginning this lesson, read “Familiarize Yourself with the Basic Phonograms” on page 9 for 
important background information. 

This step has two main components:
     1.  Figuring out which phonograms need to be taught.
     2.  Teaching the phonograms.

Evaluation Determine which Phonograms Need to Be 
Taught

 Take out Phonogram Cards 1 to 26.

 “We are going to see which of these cards you know and which of them 
we should work on. We will sort them into two piles: cards you know 
and cards you need to learn.”

 Show your student the front side of Phonogram Card 2. 
 
 “Most letters have one sound. For example, the letter b says /b/.” 

Return the card to the back of the deck.  

 Show your student the front side of Phonogram Card 1.
 
 “But some letters can say more than one sound, depending on the word 

it is found in. For example, the letter a can say /ă /, or it can say /ā  /, or 
it can say /ah/, depending on the word.”

 “When I show you a letter that can say more than one sound, tell me 
all of the sounds. For this card, you would say /ă /–/ā /–/ah/.” Return the 
card to the back of the deck.
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 Go through all of the Phonogram Cards with your student and sort 
them into two piles: Need to Learn and Mastered.

New Teaching Teach the Phonograms
 Now that you have identified which cards your student needs to learn, 

teach four cards at a time with the following procedure:

   1. Show the Phonogram Card.
   2. Say the sound or sounds.
   3. Have your student repeat the sound or sounds. 

 If a phonogram has several sounds, you can give your student a “hint” 
by holding up the appropriate number of fingers. 

 After several repetitions, see if your student can say the sound(s) 
without your prompting. The goal is that as you flip through the 
flashcards, your student will be able to say the phonograms without 
pausing to think.

Evaluation
(continued)
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What is considered a mastered card?  These are the cards that 
your student knows thoroughly. He says the pure, clipped sound 
without adding /uh/ at the end—for example, he says /p/, not 
/puh/. He can respond quickly and easily when you hold up the 
card and does not hesitate to think of the answer. There is no 
doubt in your mind that he has, in fact, mastered the card. 

If there are any cards in the Mastered pile at the end of 
the evaluation, file them behind the Phonogram Cards 
Mastered divider. Mastered cards will be reviewed 
periodically throughout the program.

When saying 
the sounds of 
phonograms that 
have multiple 
sounds, remember 
to say one sound 

after the other with 
only a slight pause in 
between. For the letter c, 
for example, you would 
say “/k/ – /s/,” pausing 
momentarily between the 
sounds. The Phonogram 
Sounds app demonstrates 
how to do this. 

Don’t 
Forget!

When you get to Phonogram Card 17, you may need to give 
the following explanation to your student: 
                    “You can see that there are two letters on this                   
                     card. In English, q is always followed by a u. Together, 
                     they say the sound of /kw/. Repeat after me: /kw/.”

qu
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New Teaching
(continued)
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 Keep Track of which Phonograms Have Been 
Learned

 Take out the Phonogram Chart.

  

 Have your student color in or place a sticker next to the phonograms 
that have been mastered.

 Update this chart each time a Phonogram Card is moved to the 
Mastered pile.

File the four Phonogram Cards that you are working on 
behind the Phonogram Cards Review divider in your 
student’s Spelling Review Box. They will be reviewed at 
the beginning of the next teaching session.

After your student has mastered the Phonogram Cards, you will
move them behind the Phonogram Cards Mastered divider.

How many phonograms should you teach in a day?
For some students, especially younger ones, learning four 
new Phonogram Cards at a time will be enough. Other 
students, especially those who are good readers, will be able to 
learn many more in a day. You will have to judge the attention 
span and previous experience of your student and adjust the 
number of cards to teach in a session. You don’t want to frustrate 
your student by trying to teach too many in a day, yet you don’t 
want to hold him back by not teaching enough, either.
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Reinforcement Mark the Progress Chart
 Post the Progress Chart in an accessible area. After each Step has been 

completed, have your student color in or place a sticker over that Step 
number on the chart.
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Did you enjoy this activity?
Then you’ll love All About® Spelling!

All About Spelling is a seven-level program that teaches encoding, reliable 
spelling rules, and multisensory strategies to help your student become a 
proficient speller for life. Based on the latest research, this award-winning 
program provides complete and comprehensive instruction using the 
Orton-Gillingham approach. We take the struggle out of spelling!

• Lightly scripted “open and go” lesson plans
• Mastery-based with no gaps
• Suitable for all ages and learning styles
• 100% guarantee and lifetime support

To learn more about All About® Spelling, please visit 
www.AllAboutSpelling.com

or call us at 715-477-1976.

https://blog.allaboutlearningpress.com/category/spelling-rules/
https://blog.allaboutlearningpress.com/multisensory/
https://blog.allaboutlearningpress.com/orton-gillingham/
https://blog.allaboutlearningpress.com/mastery-based/
https://www.allaboutlearningpress.com/guarantee/
http://www.allaboutspelling.com
http://www.allaboutspelling.com
https://www.allaboutlearningpress.com/guarantee



