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Mama, what does
vast mean? If something is 

vast, it is really big.

1. When a new word comes up, provide a simple, 
age-appropriate definition of the word.

The ocean is vast. If you are in 
the middle of an ocean, it feels 
like it will go on and on forever. 
You can look in all directions, and 
all you can see is water.  

The desert is
another vast 
place. You can 
look in all
directions, and 
all you can
see is sand.

2. Provide one or two examples that make
sense to your child.

Small? 
Tiny?

Not large?

What do you think the 
opposite of vast is?

3. Encourage your child to think of his own
example (or the opposite).

Hey, look at that tiny ant! This field must 
seem like a vast land to that little ant!

Hi, 
little 
ant!

the next day...

4. Use the new word in conversation over
the next few days.

vast

vast?
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